THE    CHURCH    SURVEYED         6l

arranged that Emanuel should be allowed half his
salary while abroad. In June 1736 his long travels
began.

He took leave of the king and queen and set off
for Copenhagen. Once again he made the fullest
possible use of his time. Travelling by Stage-coach,
he obtained a good view of the country and made
frequent notes in his diary of the nature of the land
through which he passed. Entering Holland, he
made some of his journey by canal-boats. One of
these had no less than five rooms, with a spacious
forward deck where passengers could sit under an
awning. The boat was drawn by two horses. The
canal passed through country that seemed as flat as
the surface of the canal, though the frequent locks
proved it to be otherwise. In this way he came
from Antwerp to Brussels.

On one boat were two Franciscan monks, one of
whom Stood on deck for four hours in an attitude
of devout prayer. f Such prayers muSt certainly be
agreeable to God/ wrote Swedenborg, 'so far as
they proceed from an honest and pure heart and are
offered with genuine devotion and not in the spirit
of the Pharisees/

Coming to the lovely church of St Gudule in
Brussels, he noticed again the pomp and splendour
of the Roman Catholic services.

'Everything is so\rranged as to captivate and